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STRUGGLING TO FIGURE IT ALL OUT!
The last three months (Mar. – May) was a time like no other in my lifetime. Right after
Discover the Joy, our district women’s gathering, our whole country quickly closed down.
One day we were going about our daily lives and all of a sudden we were to shelter in
place, go only to the grocery store, and not touch anything. As a nation we complied, we
watched, and we tried to heed the guidelines. I believe that we the people did a good job.
Our district office was closed, we worked from home, came off the road, and we urged
our VA and WV Wesleyans to be subject to our leaders. I am so proud and thankful for
how district churches both larger and not so large offered an online presence and
physically served people in the community. My struggle comes in the following ways:
1.

2.

3.

An Out of Control Media – I choose to speak out against the news media and
the harm they do to we the people. The media is supposed to report the news,
not keep everything stirred up to the point of destruction. The media is not
always our friend and ally. ACTION POINT: Limit your intake of the so-called
news. No doubt you will feel better all the way around.
A Lack of Discipline on Social Media – I refer to facebook, instagram, etc., all
things online as social media. I agree that social media can be used for many
good things and I’m sure that it is. People have gotten saved as a result of social
media connection, people are being discipled, and prayer meetings are taking
place. We’ve offered worship services to millions locked down during the
pandemic because of social media. PTL!!! At the same time it can be
disappointing to see what’s out there. It’s a shame what some pastors and laity
put on social media for all to see. It is sad that one cannot post an opinion or
state a conviction without being excoriated. Don’t people have more to do
than simply be on social media all day? ACTION POINT: Don’t live on social
media; don’t tell everything that you know whether it’s good or bad, true or
false. Please refrain from posting pictures, comments, or conversations that
probably should bring embarrassment to the one posting. Solomon wrote, “A
word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver.” Proverbs 25:11
An Overreach of Governmental Authority – President Ronald Reagan was right
when he said the 10 most dangerous words we can hear are, “I’m from the
government and I’m here to help you”. I’m not impressed at all with today’s
politicians, no matter their party. I choose to speak up and say that the
politicians are “playing” with human lives for their own power and gain. We
heeded their direction when the so-called experts, which I have respected,
directed us at the outbreak of the deadly COVID-19. COVID is serious, don’t
….…Continued on Page 2……
misunderstand me.

The Shenandoah District exists to develop healthy pastors and healthy reproducing
churches, to impact the world with the life-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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after birth? Isn’t it sad that we have bad actors in the
very places that ought to be caring about and
protecting people? I choose to say, all of that comes
out of an evil, sinful heart and mindset; it all comes
out of the very pits of hell! ACTION POINT: God’s
people through Jesus Christ need to show up, stand
up, and speak up. Our silence is deafening!
Preachers, preach on Sin and the Power of Jesus to
break the chains of sin. “His (Christ’s) blood can
make us what we ought to be.” Teammates, we have
the Good News of Jesus Christ that can change lives
and society, but we have to preach it clearly and live
it intentionally. May God somehow extend His
mercy to us.

General Conference 2021 dates announced
Following the postponement of General
Conference 2020 due to COVID-19, the event
has been rescheduled for 2021 in St. Louis,
Missouri.

As you can see, I’m Struggling To Figure It All Out!
I’m choosing to say something however. Please be
patient with me. You great pastors and laypeople in
the Shenandoah District matter much to me.
YOU ARE LOVED!
Pastor Greg

Struggling to figure it all out…
(continued from Page 1)

There is a Solution!

They told us that they wanted to see decreases in
cases/deaths, flattening of curves, etc. to get us up
and going again, but now they change the rules as
they go along. I stand up, alone if necessary, and
say much of this is about control. The politicians
have a plan and it is all about them and the coming
election. ACTION POINT: Let’s practice common
sense and be considerate of others freedom; let’s
vote in mass come November because many in
Washington need to “retire”. We also need to pray
for our leaders. When I served the local church, not
too many Sunday morning worship services passed
that I did not pray for our state and federal leaders.

As if the Coronavirus wasn’t bad enough, our nation
has now been gripped by violence and chaos over
the last week. When a criminal, acting as a police
officer, murdered a black man recently, all of the
pent up anger and frustration of the black community
exploded onto our streets. Leftists anarchists have
seized on this opportunity to agitate and destroy our
inner cities. People from all sides of the spectrum are
ranting and raving about what the problems and
solutions are. Many are spewing Marxist, social
justice rhetoric that only serves to fuel division,
jealousy, anger, and vengeance. Others are
demanding a crushing law and order approach that
would likely lead to more division and death.

4. A Lack of Value for Human Life – Isn’t it awful that
the color of one’s skin makes us like them or not?
Isn’t it sickening that children are sold into the sex
trade for the pleasure of men and women who are
evil and who know better? Isn’t it heartbreaking to
imagine a human life being “vacuumed” out of the
womb of his or her mother or allowed to literally die

by Rev. Jeff Keaton
Shenandoah District

What is the solution? If you’re looking for something
new or novel, stop reading. The solution is neither
new or novel. Everyone lives with a certain life
narrative. If you believe the social justice/Marxist
narrative, then rioting, stealing, and even killing
make sense. This narrative that is currently being

taught to millions of school children leads children to
believe that the oppressors (whoever is in the
majority and holds the most power) are all evil and
must be taken down. The oppressed (minorities who
are being misused or abused by those in the majority
or those in power) have a right to do whatever it
takes to remove the yoke of the oppressors. When a
rogue police officer who belongs to an oppressor
race, murders a person who belongs to an
oppressed race, all actions to retaliate against the
oppressor group are justified. The problem with this
narrative is that it’s totally unbiblical and does not
work in the real world.
God is the author of justice. He is always concerned
with justice, and His solution to the world’s problems
is the only solution that will bring true love and peace
to our broken world. In a biblical worldview narrative,
sin is the problem, and the only solution is
repentance, forgiveness through the blood of Jesus,
and a new life of love and holiness that only Christ
can provide. In a biblical worldview narrative, there
is only one race, and we are all equal. Skin color
does not define us, but the fact that we, as humans,
have all been created in the image of God is what
makes each one of us immensely valuable. Anytime
we mistreat any human being, it is a direct attack on
the glory of God. So, the solution for the problems
we face today is to repent of any thought of
superiority we might have when we look at others
and to passionately love and care for every human
being we come in contact with.
When we see discrimination of any kind, we must
stand against it. When we see people being treated
differently because of their level of wealth, skin color,
or for any other reason, we must stand against that
discrimination. At the same time, we must not
promote hatred and bitterness against a group of
people just because they happen to be a part of a
majority or they happen to be wealthy, etc. The
whole gospel of Jesus Christ is the answer, and all
other answers will only continue the division we see
today.
My heart breaks for those who are oppressed in any
way, and we as Christians should lead the way when
it comes to reconciliation, but we must not fall into
the trap of believing a false gospel will in any way
solve the problems we face today. Starting today,
let’s make sure that we love every person we come
in contact with and show special compassion to
those who feel they do not have a voice. Together,
we can make the world a much better place.
Jeff Keaton - RENEWANATION.org

Live Online Attendance Tracking
Guidance for The Wesleyan Church
The Wesleyan Church wants to help congregations
track meaningful metrics in terms of reaching people
for Christ. Many churches have found online
streaming of their worship services to be a valuable
part of their ministries.
A special category on the Local Church Statistical
Report (LCSR) was subsequently created to gather
these numbers for future analysis enabling
Wesleyan churches to celebrate as well as further
innovate corporate worship. Reporting in this
category should be approached with wisdom and
consistency. The intent is to track live online
attendance only. Do not include total video views or
video content made available at a later date.
Congregations are strongly encouraged to
implement conservative tracking mechanisms to
ensure the integrity of physical attendance in onsite
worship services and keep online and in-person
attendance separate, as combining those numbers
can inflate attendance and skew historical
attendance trends.
Following are additional thoughts and coaching on
how to best track a variety of currently available
streaming services:
• Many church-oriented streaming services exist
which allow a church to stream on their website and
these come with streaming attendance numbers to
track.
• Facebook Live, YouTube and other social media
platforms may be used and provide video statistics
or analytics for tracking.
• While no platform can provide a perfect number,
the number which most accurately reflects
participation in a virtual service is “Peak Live
Viewers” or “Peak Concurrent Viewers.”
• Some platforms like Facebook and YouTube allow
the option to share a pre-recorded video using a
feature called, “Premiere.” Enabling “Premiere,”
treats the pre-recorded video as though it were a live
video, airing a showing at a specified day and time.
When using this feature, a Peak Live/Concurrent
Viewer statistic for the initial play period of the video
is provided and that number may be treated as the
equivalent of the same on a “Live” video.
TWC encourages the use of conservative tracking
mechanisms as it can not only be easy to distort
online attendance but also take away from
engagement in physical worship services.

LOCAL CHURCH NEWS

CLERGY CARE RETREAT
September 24 - 26, 2020
Stonewall Jackson Hotel & Conference Center

ReClaim Church

Staunton,
VA

Huntington/Barboursville, WV
Table Culture
At Reclaim Church we have
developed a table culture; a practice
that is allowing us to boldly influence
through intentional relationship. You may ask,
“What is a table culture?” Well, let’s firstly say what
it is not; it is not just a fancy or trendy word for what
is essentially a small group. Small groups are great,
but tend to center around accomplishing a task or
doing an activity like a book study, and unfortunately
people often lose interest over time, or once these
studies are completed the group dissolves. About
two years ago, we began to deeply examine why
true relational discipleship was so difficult to achieve
through the typical small group model, as well as the
attractional model of the larger Sunday morning

THOMAS ROAD
BAPTIST CHURCH
WORSHIP CENTER
1 Mountain View Rd, Lynchburg, VA, 24502
https://refuel.org/

Ordination/Validation Candidates
Approved
On

June

12,

2020,

the

District

Board

of

Administration, acting on behalf of the District
Conference, approved the following candidates:
Pastor Salome Smalling – Ordination
Pastor Janet Guthrie – Ordination
Pastor Dominic Alvey – Ordination
Rev. Brian Cook – Validation

gathering. Through the help of L24 Collective, and
their study on spaces and the limits of certain
groupings, we began to see how the Acts 2:42
Church could only be lived out by creating what we
call tables. These tables are groups of
approximately 20 people or less that meet in homes,
our campuses, or through virtual platforms that
center around sharing meals, discipleship, the Word,
teaching, our stories, our struggles, and living holy
yet authentic lives together and intentionally with
one other. These tables are not secondary to our
larger Sunday morning gathering, but have given
greater meaning and value to our time spent
together in worship, communion, celebrating
salvations, baptisms, and life milestones as a body
of relationally connected believers. Fully adopting

and intentionally focusing on our table culture is how
we choose to live out
ecclesia. And now,
in a world ravaged by
pandemic and less
about the gathered
church, our tables
have allowed us to
stay
connected,
gather sooner, and
continue to move the
church forward! With
tables,
we
can
envision a church
untouched
by
a
pandemic or any
other situation like
this in the future!
Pastor Davana Marcum

Minnies Chapel
Stuart, VA

Minnie’s Chapel
Wesleyan
held
drive-in morning
worship services
during the month
of April through
Mother’s Day. Our
services
were
streamed
live
on Facebook and the latter services were also FM
transmitted to the car radios. We are thankful we did
not have any services interrupted. Pastor Gary said
it was very different preaching to cars.
Our congregation was faithful in attendance and
supported the services with such sweet spirits and
good attitudes. God was so faithful with good
weather
each
Sunday. Pastor
Gary preached a
series on worship
that was right on
the mark. We
know the church
is God’s people,
not
a
building.
And,
although we appreciated being able to worship in our
parking lot, it sure has helped us appreciate our
church building even more.

Raven Rock Wesleyan Church
Ararat, VA

Our local church in Ararat, VA
announces the retirement of
their current pastor, Brother
Nelson Parker. Pastor Parker
and his wife, Brenda have
served the Raven Rock Church
faithfully in spite of significant
health issues. As the Parker’s
step out the church welcomes
Pastor & Mrs. Scott Phillips from
the North Carolina West District. The Phillips have
been working alongside the Parker’s the last 2 or 3
months; the handoff of leadership promises to be
smooth.
We are thrilled that the Parker’s will continue to be a
part of the Shenandoah District. Pastor Nelson has
been a wonderful district teammate.

Parkway Wesleyan Church
Staunton, VA

The local Wesleyan
church in Staunton, VA
will be welcoming the
Rev. & Mrs. Neil Koppen
as their Interim Pastor in
mid-July. Pastor Neil
and Lin have served
The Wesleyan Church
on the local and district levels. The Koppen’s hail
from the mid-western part of our country, have
served in Western New York for many years, and
now make their way to Virginia. Rev. Koppen served
as District Superintendent in Western New York for
10 years. Parkway and Shenandoah welcome our
new colleagues.

Three Mile Wesleyan Church
Elkview, WV

Testimony of Bruce Sweet
Praise & Worship Pastor

When I was a young boy, all that I believed of God
was that He was a God of wrath. I was told that if
you do wrong, God will punish you. My mother died
when I was 10 years old, and at that time I couldn’t
figure out what I had done that was so wrong that
God would decide to take my mother away. It was a
question that was never asked in my home. So in

response, I chose to hate God for taking her away.
By age 12, I was smoking and huffing Pam® cooking
spray, and by age 14, I was into drugs and alcohol.
I learned to hate myself because I truly believed that
it was my fault that my mother had passed away. I
just wanted to go away.
By age 19, I found myself in prison. After leaving
prison, I was continually involved in drugs and

God then went to work on me, as the void became
filled with His love. I wanted more and more of Jesus
and His love, and I joined my local church’s praise
team. Then, tragedy surfaced again in 2008 when
my son Caleb passed away after a 10-year-long
battle with cancer. In contrast, my response this
time was wanting more of God, because I knew that
He had my best interests at heart. God has filled me
with joy, and has taken me on the ride of my life,
calling me to serve as worship leader. I joined Bikers
For Christ and rode with them for some time, until
the condition of my legs wouldn’t permit me to ride
any longer.
After moving from South Carolina to West Virginia,
God directed me to Three Mile Wesleyan church. I
spoke to Pastor Ronnie Foreman months before our
first visit, and that church has become our home
church. The Lord confirmed that this is where he
wants me, and I became the “worship dude” and
even started my own music ministry. God has
allowed me to grow even further, and He has
allowed me to form a strong bond with Pastor Ronnie
and Youth Pastor Matthew Gose.

alcohol until I became sober at age 40. My third wife
had left me then to raise our two daughters all by
myself. I had four other children that I never saw. I
just knew that God could not possibly want Bruce
Sweet because of my life of sin. I would drive into
church parking lots, wanting to go inside, but most
times I was unable to. When I finally did muster the
courage to attend a church service, I would bawl my
eyes, thinking, “See, Bruce? God doesn’t want you
here!” Little did I know at that time, our God was
saying, “welcome home.”
As time went by, I kept feeling the need to fill the
God-shaped void inside me. I had tried so many
different things in life, but nothing filled that void. I
just felt empty inside. I even attempted suicide,
twice. I then re-married a fourth time and decided to
try church again, but couldn’t give myself to Jesus
Christ. One day, in April 2006, my son was killed in
an automobile accident. That tragedy left me hollow
inside, but something drove me to stay in church. In
July of that year, I felt that I was losing my mind. I
knew that I needed Jesus, but I didn’t know how to
reach out to Him. I called my friend Dale, who was a
pastor, and asked him what I needed to do. I had
assumed there would be some ritual involved and
some type of run-around, but Dale calmly walked me
through the sinner’s prayer. I became a believer at
age 51, and my fourth wife left me. Afterwards, God
gave me the love of my life, my sweet, sweet Marie.

Today, I’m 65 years old, I lead the praise team, I
preach on occasion, and I can’t keep my excitement
in check! I jump when I praise Him, I run when I
preach, and I love with all my heart. It took the Lord
a long time to reach me, but I now know that He was
at my side the whole time. I have learned that God
wants us to come as we are, with all our baggage.
We may turn our backs on God, but our God is
faithful and will never forsake us. Remember that
He will never leave us!

Shenandoah Family Camp Weekend
Culloden, WV

July 31 - August 2, 2020
Rev. Greg Reynolds, Evangelist
Rev. Harold Massey, Song Evangelist
Barry & Christy Van Steenburg, Missionaries
Kentucky Mountain Bible College Men’s Trio
4 Services – No meals served

Pulpit Supply
Rev. David Bayse
434-324-4298 or pastorandmae@comcast.net.
Dr. Harold Gunsalus
336-617-4770 or hamagun@aol.com
Rev. John Hathaway
304-743-4731 or j.e.hathaway@gmail.com
Charles (Chuck) Donneberg
434-239-0496 or chuck@histouchministries.com
Mr. William (Bill) Mine
804-435-1390
Rev. John Aldrich, Jr.
276-971-4097 or Jma4me@aol.com

A swirl of emotions make up the grief process: loss, anger,
denial, guilt — the list goes on. I’m feeling all these.

Dr. Brady Stephens
304-428-4689 or brady@homelandchurch.org

This grief comes from news of lives senselessly, violently taken.
But it is even more personal than that for me. I have friends,
acquaintances and people I respect greatly, that I’ve talked with
just this month. Some by phone, others on videoconference. In
some cases, I’ve talked to their parents, or members of their
church. Their skin color is different than mine. They live with
integrity. They invest in their families. Many have persevered
through obstacles I did not in order to achieve levels of
education or professional accomplishments others would have
given up on — including me.

Rev. Ken Davis
540-521-3933 or pastorkendavis@yahoo.com
Rev. Stanley Belcher
540-942-2603
Rev. J. Leland Collins, Jr.
540-662-2207 or jlcblc@comcast.net
Rev. Barry L. Wright, Sr.
276-322-3304 or barrylw53@yahoo.com

Heavenly Transitions
Rev. David A. Daigneault, retired minister of the
Shenandoah District, passed away on Saturday, June 13,
2020. David served as an assistant at Christ Community
Church and First Simple Church in Williamsburg, as well
as serving on the District Missions Board.

Dates To Remember
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shenandoah Family Camp Weekend – Jul. 31 –
Aug. 2, 2020
DBA Meeting – Aug. 21, 2020
Ordination Service (Emmanuel Wesleyan, Roanoke)
– Aug. 29, 2020.
Ordination Service (Brookhill Wesleyan, Goode) –
Sep. 13, 2020
Clergy Care Retreat (Staunton, VA) - Sept. 24-26,
2020
DBA Meeting – Nov. 6, 2020
General Conference (St. Louis, MO) – Jun. 6-9,
2021
The Gathering 2023 (Orlando, FL) – Jan. 4-7, 2023

There are lots of questions from them all, and some are
spiritually unresolved. Others are fully devoted followers of
Jesus in whom the fruit of the Spirit is so evident. Some are my
colleagues in ministry. Many are members of The Wesleyan
Church family. But their appearance is different than mine, so
they are the targets of racial slurs. They have very real fears I
do not experience — life and death fears. They are followed in
stores and stopped in cars. They too often feel unsafe. People
draw conclusions about them by what they see, and the racist
sin that can seethe within us that shapes what we see. Their
lives matter. They should not fear being shot doing everyday
activities or to be killed while in custody.
These are issues of justice and mercy. We must have the
humility to admit sin and systemic injustice. Our response must
be rooted in the greatest commandments: “love your neighbor
as yourself.” Only the power of the Holy Spirit can break the
chains of sin and empower love to win out over sinful impulses.
These are matters important to God, spoken to in His Word and
expected of His people.
Our General Conference 2020 plans included a concert of
prayer on May 31, Pentecost Sunday. I was disappointed when
the conference had to be postponed but remained committed to
gathering the church together for prayer. For that reason, The
Wesleyan Church is joining together Pentecost Sunday for a
concert of prayer in order to humble ourselves before our God,
asking for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon us. God’s Holy
Spirit unleashed within us and our Church is the only force
strong enough to guide our words and actions, to repair what is
broken here on earth.
Revelation 7:9 gives us a glimpse of heaven: “I looked, and there
before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb.” In reflecting on that scene, I’ve so
often prayed “Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth
is it is in heaven. And then I add: “and please, Lord, let it be on
earth as it is in heaven for those of us who make up The
Wesleyan Church.”

